
In the Public Eye
•	 The	Constabulary’s	
exhibition	vehicle	has	an	
extensive	Spring	programme,	
visiting	57	communities.		
More	than	5,000	visitors	
joined	officers	and	PCSOs	at	
our	tent	at	the	County	Show,	
June	18	-19.		Thousands	
more	visited	us	at	Pageant	
of	Power,	and	CarFest	North.		
The	Nantwich	Show	follows	
on	July	30.

•	 The	BBC	joined	officers	
and	PCSOs	in	Chester	and	
Hale	Village,	Halton,	in	May	
to	film	work		with	volunteers	
and	partner	agencies	to	
stop	Heritage	Crime.		
The	Constabulary	has	an	
innovative	partnership	with	
English	Heritage		to	protect	
our	rich	historical	heritage.		
The	film	will	be	broadcast	
later	in	2013.

•	 Channel	5	will	be	filming	
with	officers	and	CCTV	
operatives	in	Chester	in	July	
to	show	how	technology	is	
used	to	prevent	business	
crime.

•	 #alcoholharm	was	
used	in	a	national	police	
“Tweetathon”	on	May	24	
to	highlight	alcohol	issues.		
Our	local	officers	reported	
throughout	the	night	to	raise	
awareness.		Overnight,	of	45	
in	custody,	30	were	alcohol-
related	arrests.

•	 On	June	4,	BBC1	screened	
‘The	Unspeakable	Crime:	
Rape’,	a	documentary	about	
St.	Mary’s,	the	Sexual	Assault	
Referral	Centre	Cheshire	
uses.

NATIONAL	data	released	
in	April	showed	crime	fell	by	
5%	in	2012.	There	were	3,345	
fewer	victims	of	crime	and	
28%	of	crimes	reported	to	
police	were	solved.

Household burglary fell by 
13% and for the first time there 
were less than 3,000 homes 

broken into in a year.  
The crime reduction reflects 

a greater focus by police on 
bringing prolific offenders to 
justice and more emphasis on 
preventing re-offending.

Criminal damage figures also 
showed a marked reduction with 
officers working ever closer 

with local authorities and youth 
groups to intervene at an early 
stage.

Further data, due to be 
published in July,  but covering 
the period January-March 2013, 
will show a continuing downward 
trend for crime, including 
burglary and criminal damage.

Cheshire Specials’ 
special commitment 

Crime at its lowest since 1990

NEW	recruits	to	the	Special	
Constabulary	were	sworn	in	
at	an	attestation	ceremony	
in	February.

Both groups of officers had 
completed their first 20 weeks 
of foundation training prior to  
a period of on-the-job training, 
which will eventually lead to 
independent patrol.

In May, 47 members of the 
public expressed an interest in 
joining the Special Constabulary 
by attending a familiarisation 
evening at the Constabulary’s 
Winsford Headquarters.

Many have now taken the 
first steps to a Special career by 
completing application forms.

The Special commitment 
of two special people from 
Cheshire was marked at the end 
of June when the national Ferrers 
Awards were judged by a panel 
led by a Home Office minister.

Denise Rogers won the 
individual award for Police 
Support Volunteers for her role 
as key speaker for road safety 
initiative, Drive Survive.

Special Constable Ewa Labeda 
was runner-up for the Ferrers 
Trophy for her work enhancing 
the relationship between police 
and the Polish community.

While the Special 
Constabulary  is a voluntary 
force adding to our uniformed 
presence in local communities, 
other volunteers bring additional 
skills and experiences by joining 
the growing numbers of police 
support volunteers.  

Sixty volunteers have been 
recruited to undertake a 
variety of tasks supporting 
everything from Homewatch 
and Community Speedwatch, to 
neighbourhood engagement.

The Constabulary used 
National Volunteers Week, June 
1-7 to celebrate the qualities and 
commitment both groups bring 
to policing in Cheshire.

Twelve Volunteer Police Cadets 
(VPCs) on the Western area 
started on the new programme 
on April 10. As well as engaging 
in 12 weeks of interactive class-
based sessions once a week, the 
VPCs have been volunteering 
at various events including the 
Cheshire Show.

Police	and	Crime	Commissioner	for	Cheshire	John	Dwyer	with	
the	latest	intake	of	recruits	to	the	Special	Constabulary
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Renewed action against drug crime
OFFENDERS	who	use	heroin,	cocaine	
or	crack	cocaine	are	estimated	to	
commit	almost	half	of	acquisitive	crime	
and	our	perception	survey	in	2012	
suggested	28%	of	local	people	thought	
drugs	were	a	problem	in	their	area.

A new police drug strategy addresses 
these issues in five ways:  through targeting 
advice and education to prevent drug use; 
using community intelligence to tackle 
suppliers; working with local authorities, 
health and the voluntary sector to prevent 
re-offending; training officers to identify and 
address emerging issues in local areas; and 
communicating with the public about the 
actions we are taking.

In recent months successful enforcement 

operations against suppliers and the criminal 
gangs built around them has taken place 
across the force. 

 In late Spring, 28 men and two juveniles 
received sentences amounting to more than 
50 years after an 18 month drugs operation 
in Runcorn.  Operation Gram, having 
removed the suppliers, then focused on 
preventing offending.  Local agencies worked 
with the police to divert drug users into 
treatment and support programmes.

More recently, in May, more than 300 
officers took part in Operation Karate when 
23 addresses in Northwich and Merseyside 
were raided and 19 people were charged 
with drug-related offences.

To maintain momentum in this important 

area, new drugs testing equipment and 
procedures will shortly be introduced in 
all custody suites to ensure we can identify 
offenders who have been using drugs and 
then take steps to prevent re-offending.

Dedicated Rape Unit - 18 months on
IN	autumn	2011,	the	Constabulary	
established	a	Dedicated	Rape	Unit	to	
investigate	serious	sexual	offences.		
The	aims	were	to	improve	the	service	
to	victims	and	improve	the	quality	of	
investigations	and	prosecutions.

Crown Prosecution lawyers are embedded 
within the unit providing quick access to 
prosecution advice.  The unit also works 
closely with the Sexual Assault Referral 
Centre at St. Mary’s, Manchester and the 
Rape and Sexual Support centres for 
Cheshire and Merseyside.  These agencies 
provide advocates who support the victim, 
giving emotional support and signposting  

them to further help.
In the first year , we witnessed a 38% 

increase in reported rape crimes — 
suggesting that publicity about the new 
victim-centred service was giving people 
greater confidence to report sexual offences 
to the police.  Rape detections also rose.

The unit is also able to investigate 
allegations related to historic sexual abuse — 
vitally important given the increase in such 
reporting in all force areas in the wake of the 
Operation Yewtree revelations about Jimmy 
Savile and others.

Around 50% of reports since Autumn 2012 
relate to historic sexual offences.

Policing the roads - safety & enforcement
More	than	two	thirds	of	residents	in	
our	2012	perception	survey	thought	
the	Constabulary	did	a	good	or	
excellent	job	of	policing	the	roads	(26%	
thought	we	did	a	“fair”	job).

With 630 miles of fast A roads and 
motorways,  reducing fatal and serious 
collisions is an important part of “keeping 
people safe”.  Road deaths have consistently 
fallen over the past 5 years, but already this 
year we have had 18 fatalities — 7 involving 
motorcyclists.

Police and Fire motorcyclists engaged with 
riders at Oulton Park’s British Superbike 
Championship (May 4-6) to promote 

BikeSafe.  A separate initiative is encouraging 
farm vehicles to fit special side mirrors so 
that overtaking bikes are clearly visible.

Fire, and traffic officers have used the 
Matthew Wilson Car (a crashed vehicle in 
which a young man died) at various locations 
to promote safer driving and address drink 
with young people. 

Drink drive enforcement continues with 
the national summer campaign from June 1.

On June 6, the North West Motorway 
Policing Group carried out a Day of Action 
involving 300 officers from across the region.
Cheshire is the strategic lead for the roads 
policing group.

Public	reassurance	was	carried	out	as	part	
of	Operation	Karate

“We see the increased 
reporting as a sign of 
greater confidence 
in the service rather 
than of more offences 
occurring.”

Denying	criminals	use	of	the	road	is	
important:		Cheshire	Police	officers	take	part	
in	the	North	West	Motorway	Policing	Group	
Day	of	Action



Western news

Eastern news

Northern news

• A man wanted in connection with the rape of a woman in Chester on June 14 was arrested on June 20 after being 
identified by an off-duty Cheshire Special Constable.

• Ellesmere Port PCSOs have been working with Cheshire West and Chester Council’s Our Place team and 
Homewatch co-ordinators to provide advice to vulnerable people on how to avoid ‘cold callers’.  ‘Say No to 
Doorstep Callers’ may be rolled out to other areas if it proves successful.

• Local officers and PCSOs across the Basic Command Unit have been holding bike marking events aimed at reducing 
the number of pedal cycles stolen after a spate of crimes. 

• Policing of summer events began in earnest in May with Chester Races and the Superbikes event at Oulton Park 
proceeding smoothly.  Further race meets and events such as Chester Rocks have seen a good natured crowd posing 
few policing problems in June.

• A Manchester gang who targeted homes and pubs across East Cheshire were arrested as a result of Operation 
Kingfisher.  On June 6, three men received sentences totalling 19 and a half years.  A fourth person received a two-
year suspended sentence.

• In May, detectives visited Mid-Cheshire College in Crewe to lead workshops on abusive teenage relationships.  The 
workshops were delivered as part of the Home Office’s ‘This is Abuse’ campaign. 

 • On June 6, police carried out a warrant at an address in Wilmslow.  A 36-year-old woman and a 43-year-old man 
have been arrested on suspicion of possession of a controlled class A drug and possession of a class B drug with 
intent to supply and money laundering.

• Two elderly women were fatally injured following a two car collision on the A533 Booth Lane Middlewich late on 
the evening of Tuesday 18 June. Both women, aged 75 and 79 were from Sandbach.  Their car was in collision with a 
Vauxhall Astra, driven by an 18-year-old woman from Middlewich who sustained internal injuries.  The investigation 
into the circumstances of the collision are continuing.

• Pupils from Penketh High and Bridgewater High in Warrington took part in a ‘Rap and Snap’ competition submitting 
creative work that illustrated things of most concern to young people in their community.  Pupils from Blacon High 
(Chester) and Kings Grove High (Crewe) also took part.

• Police, together with health agencies have issued drugs awareness warnings in the Northern Area after a 16-year-
old collapsed and died in Longford at the end of May.  Five teenagers and an adult have been arrested and bailed in 
connection with the death.

• Halton police have charged two men, both aged 23 and from the Liverpool area, with two offences of discharging 
a firearm.  One charge relates to an incident in The Uplands, Runcorn, on the evening of Tuesday 19 February.  The 
second charge relates to an incident in North Road, Halewood, on March 25. 



How has crime changed in 
five years?  Since April 2008...

Working with young people
Future initiatives

In the dock

• The murder trial of David Ryan, 
accused of killing Cranage resident 
Diana Lee, opened at Chester 
Crown Court on June 4.  It is 
expected to last 5 to 8 weeks.

• Wesley Dennis Rowlands, 30, faced 
trial at Chester Crown Court 
accused of killing 37-year-old David 
Lavender in May 2012. He was found 
guilty on June 17 and was handed a 
life sentence.

• On July 11, Paul Ward, 26, was found 
guilty of the manslaughter of Eric 
Tomkinson, 26, following an attack 
in Crewe. He was handed a 12-year 
sentence at Chester Crown Court.

All three investigations have been led by 
the Major Investigation Team.

• Pan-Cheshire safeguarding policies 
and procedures addressing child 
sexual exploitation will be launched 
on June 28 in Halton.

• Constabulary/PCC mobile app 
launch - July 2013.

• A force-wide day of action against 
drugs will be held in early July.

• National week of action on alcohol 
will be held in September to 
coincide with freshers’ week at 
colleges and universities.

• September 22 - Police and Fire 
Service Open Day at Police HQ, 
Winsford.

• 200 fewer offences in Ellesmere Port in May 2013; 231 fewer in Crewe; 
185 fewer in Halton 

• Criminal damage in Macclesfield has halved 

• Reports of criminal damage in Chester Outer down from 133 to 57 ; 
Warrington Central down from 77 to 34 

• Vehicle theft down 500% in Macclesfield, from 10 to 2; Ellesmere Port 
from 21 to 4; Warrington West down from 11 to 6; Halton down from 
28 to 15 in May 2013 

• Violence against the person down from 70 to 28 in Northwich; 31 down 
to 18 in Wilmslow; and in Runcorn, 100 down to 66 in May 2013

Visit the Crime Mapper link on www.cheshire.police.uk for local crime data.

THE	Constabulary	has	planned	a	
busy	schedule	of	youth	engagement	
activities	to	keep	young	people	out	of	
trouble	this	summer.

There will be daytime activities running 
with partners across the force, free sports, 
access to parks and games activities and free 
use of leisure facilitates at certain times.

Officers will be running the annual fishing 
competition in the East and cage football 
events in the Blacon area.

Catch 22 and the Youth Federation will 
both be running activities in the Northern 
area.

Andy Williams of Cheshire Police’s 
Communities Unit said: “The force is involved 
in the planning and delivery of diversionary 
activities with young people throughout the 
summer holiday period to provide them with 
the opportunity to make use of the facilities 
within their communities. 

“By engaging the young people in positive 
activities to occupy them it, this prevents 
them from becoming bored and restless 
within the holidays and being tempted to 
engage in anti-social behaviour. 

“The cost of the provision to the partner 
agencies is far less than the costs for call for 
services to deal with anti-social behaviour 
when it occurs.

“As a force we are committed to engaging 
with young people at every opportunity and 
supporting whenever possible partnership 
activity to support young people and provide 
them with positive role models.”

PC Liz Stanton from the Headquarters 
based Communities Unit is celebrating 
being made a Member of the British 
Empire (MBE) in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours List.

Her role has been to develop the 
Constabulary’s involvement in schools 
and with young people.

She received her award for services to 
policing and was nominated in 2012 by 
the then High Sheriff of Cheshire Mr 
John Lea.


