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A PERSONAL  
MESSAGE FROM  
THE CONSERVATIVE  
GROUP LEADER 

CLLR MIKE JONES 
LEADER CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL 

Dear Resident 

This year’s Local Council Election is one of the most important you will ever vote in. 

Our improving economy is doing better than other European countries and 

employment is the highest ever. However, councils are still experiencing a very 

difficult financial environment and one in which, your Conservative led Council will 

continue to deliver on our promises just as we have done since forming the new Council. In this manifesto, 

we set out your Conservative led Council’s achievements over the past 4 years and our aspirations and 

ambitions for the future. 

Since being elected, we have experienced the most difficult financial environment that Local Government 

has ever had. During these very tough times, your Conservative led Council has, through decisive leadership, 

bold thinking and the courage to act in the best interests of the residents, reduced bureaucracy, cut waste and 

challenged inefficient working practices. These actions have reduced the Council’s costs by a huge 

£134million per year.   

This approach has enabled us to protect those very important front line services that you and we value so 

much, especially the support we give to our elderly residents and the protection of vulnerable children 

subjected to neglect and abuse. At the same time we have held council tax increases down; well below the 

rate of inflation each and every year, just as we promised to do. 

With strong financial management of the Council’s finances, we have also made substantial investments in 

the services you said were your priorities. Schools, roads, pavements, sports, cultural and arts facilities 

including the theatre, festivals and events across the Borough. 

We have spent more on repairing and improving the condition of our roads than ever before and these 

investments are the foundation of the regeneration of our City, towns and villages. New employers are 

regularly choosing to invest here in the Borough and by working closely with them, we are also helping local 

residents into these local jobs. This has helped us reduce unemployment in the Borough to well below the 

national average and most importantly help many of our young people into work. 

We want to continue to work with you, with businesses and our public sector partners to improve West 

Cheshire, making it a great place in which to live, work and visit. This will help us to continue to invest in 

our roads, schools, cultural and sports facilities. We will give our residents the best opportunities to enjoy an 

improved quality of life and our children the best possible start in life. 

We have achieved a great deal but we have much more to do. We plan to continue to create opportunities, 

improve our environment and the quality of life for all residents. This is not the time to risk losing the 

successes already achieved or to risk the potential to realise even more. 

By voting Conservative on 7
th May you will ensure this work will continue and thereby help secure a great 

future for everybody in West Cheshire  
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OUR PRIORITIES 

WE WILL ACHIEVE THIS BY :-  

 Improving the lives of our young people by providing high quality education and 
by creating opportunities for young people 

 We will continue investing in our infrastructure to improve the quality of our    
facilities for residents and visitors 

 Local jobs for local people 

 Protecting our vulnerable residents including the elderly and young 

 Supporting local people and their communities to help shape their           
neighbourhoods 

 Making West Cheshire a better and more sustainable place to live, work and visit 

 Focusing on Value for Money and real outcomes 

 Continuing to support ALL our schools to ensure every school has the opportunity  
to achieve a good or outstanding Ofsted grade 

 Providing the best possible education and training for our young people 

 Ensuring our young people are protected from abuse and neglect 

 Continuing to invest in our infrastructure including roads, pavements, schools, 
sports, libraries, cultural and arts facilities 

 Support growing employment and business start-ups, helping local residents           
to secure jobs 

 Developing opportunities for businesses to invest in the Borough 

 Developing further ways to help people into work and improve their quality             
of life with good support 

 Ensuring decent, affordable homes for residents and their families 

 Providing decent care with dignity for older residents who need help and support 

 Working with businesses and communities to become a dementia friendly Borough 

 Continuing to reduce bureaucracy, waste and inefficient working practices to         
improve value for money for the Council Tax payers 

 Holding any council tax increase to less than inflation with the aim of zero over        
the period 2015 - 2019 



 

 

CONSERVATIVE MANIFESTO 2015 

……  because it matters to the residents of West Cheshire   5 

THE CHALLENGES AHEAD 

 Continue to transform the way the Council operates by working with our public sector part-
ners and investing to improve the quality of lives by preventing issues arising or if they do, 
act quickly to minimise their impact 

 Provide support to all schools to help them sustain the increase in the number of schools 
achieving Good or Outstanding from Ofsted from the current 86% to at least 95% by 2019 
and improve the attainment of children achieving 5 A* to C 

 Encourage the University, colleges and schools to form closer links with industry and        
commerce to ensure our young people get the best start in life 

 Maintain the level of investment in our schools, removing old and dilapidated mobile      
classrooms and create modern teaching environments for our excellent teachers to do the 
very best for our children 

 Continue to invest in front line services, especially those that provide care and support for 
the elderly and protecting those children who are subjected to abuse or neglect 

 Secure further investment in the restoration of our historic buildings such as the Walls of 
Chester, our parks and open spaces and create new public open space such as the Dane    
Valley Country Park in Northwich, making West Cheshire an attractive place to live and     
invest 

 Develop further investment plans to improve our sports and cultural facilities, to support 
and complement the new sports centres in Ellesmere Port and Northwich and the new         
theatre & cultural centre to be opened in Autumn 2016 

 Complete the delivery of superfast broadband to 96% of businesses and residents by June 
2015 and seek to achieve 99% coverage by 2017 

 Continue to add additional investment into our roads, pavements, bridges and green         
infrastructure such as cycle and bridleways across the Borough, including a new footbridge 
over the railway in Hoole 

 Work with Network Rail and Government to secure funding to upgrade the rail links across 
the Borough, including electrification and station car parking 

 Continue to invest in the City and Town centre regeneration projects to create jobs and    
support local people into local jobs 

 Commit to keep any increases in Council tax below inflation, with the aim of 0% for the next 
4 years, continuing the low increase over the previous 6 years of 4.2% against a level of     
inflation of nearly 20% over that period. 

The Council will continue to see our income reduced by Central Government, regardless of which 
Party wins the General Election. In West Cheshire we are focused on providing the best value for 
your Council Tax by continuing to reduce waste, bureaucracy and inefficient working practices and 
continuing to improve the service we give to you.  

Here is how we will be tackling these challenges; 

WE WILL :-  
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IMPROVING THE LIVES OF OUR YOUNG PEOPLE       

BY PROVIDING HIGH QUALITY EDUCATION AND BY CREATING OPPORTUNITIES    

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

Conservatives believe that schools run best without centralised bureaucratic controls. Your Conservative 
run council supports all the state schools regardless of type, supporting governors, heads, teachers and 
support staff to do the very best for our young people. 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL 
 The number of schools achieving an Ofsted Good and Outstanding grade has increased from 70% in 2011 

to 86% of schools in the Borough, improving the prospects of our young people 

 The number of children achieving 5 or more GCSEs has increased to 63% and is now 3.8% above the       
National average. We have done this by working with and supporting our schools. 

 We have invested £150m in our schools to replace 27 very old and dilapidated mobile classrooms with 
permanent buildings, built new high schools in Winsford and Ellesmere Port and primary schools such     
as Saughall, Chester Bluecoats and The Acorns, Ellesmere Port.  

 By investing an additional £19m, we have demonstrated our absolute commitment to safeguarding the 
growing number of children who are in desperate need of protection from neglect and abuse  

 Led the work across Cheshire to increase opportunities for young people into apprenticeships, with the 
council employing between 40-50 apprentices/year and all those completing the course have been       
successful in getting a permanent job  

 Created one of the best performing adoption and fostering services in the country 

OUR PROMISE TO YOU  —  WE WILL :- 
 Continue to support all schools, regardless of type, to increase the number of schools achieving a Good or 

Outstanding grade  

 Continue to support schools to ensure the number of young people achieving 5 or more GCSEs remains 
above the National Average 

 Continue to invest in school buildings, replacing old mobile classrooms with new permanent classrooms 
and rebuilding  poor schools to create modern teaching environments. By working with Government we 
are currently rebuilding Neston and Blacon High Schools plus  the primary schools of Dee Point, J H 
Godwin, Highfield and Ellesmere Port Christchurch Primary as part of delivering at least £100m of          
investment in to schools over the next 4 years  

 Encourage the University, colleges and schools to form closer links with industry and commerce to     en-
sure our young people have the skills to get the best start in life through apprenticeships and other   op-
portunities  

 Continue to recruit at least 40-50 young people as apprentices and 2-3 graduates per year into the Council 
or its partners to create opportunities for young people in the Borough 

 Continue to invest in protecting young people from abuse and neglect 

 Continue to ensure we deliver an effective adoption and fostering service to support our vulnerable     
children 
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WE WILL INVEST IN OUR INFRASTRUCTURE  

TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF OUR FACILITIES FOR RESIDENTS AND VISITORS 

Conservatives have made a significant commitment to invest in the Borough’s infrastructure to improve the 
quality of life for our residents and visitors, refurbishing our historic buildings and making West Cheshire a 
great place to live, work and visit. 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL 
 Invested an additional £5m/year to catch up on the £100m backlog of road and pavement maintenance 

inherited by the Council on formation in 2009. We have completed 421 miles of preventive maintenance 
and 121 miles of structural surface replacement  

 Invested in our council houses in Ellesmere Port with a programme of £55m of works to achieve a level of 
98% decent homes by 2017, noting when CWaC was formed these homes owned by a Labour run council 
were in a very poor state.  

 By caring for our heritage we have attracted over £30m investment in the restoration of Grosvenor Park, 
the Town Hall, the Walls of Chester, the Groves and Lion Salt works  

 Invested c £30m in building two state of the art sports and cultural centres in Ellesmere Port                     
and Northwich 

 Created Chester Performs and we have invested in cultural activities such as Theatre in the Park and 
events such as the Roman and Civil war enactments to bring our rich history alive 

 Commenced the construction of a £37m cultural hub/theatre for the Borough utilising the Art Deco     
Odeon building which will open in Autumn 2016  

OUR PROMISE TO YOU  -  WE WILL :- 
 Continue to invest in our roads and pavements over the next 4 years to reduce the backlog of maintenance 

and so reduce the likelihood of potholes being formed 

 Develop greenways across the Borough to promote sustainable transport 

 Create a new country park in the Dane Valley in Northwich with a variety of facilities in line with the       
community feedback such as interlinked cycle and walking routes, play facilities and  safer areas for fishing  

 Implement a cultural strategy to include improved archive facilities, access to our historic records & develop 
plans for a visual arts museum and museum for Roman History 

 Construct a footbridge in Hoole over the railway to improved access into the City 

 Work with Network Rail and Government to invest in the rail infrastructure and develop a plan to improve 
the quality and number of station car parking facilities 

 Complete the investment across Cheshire and Warrington to install broadband to 99% of businesses and 
residents by 2017 and find additional funds to achieve coverage of 100% 

 Identify and campaign for new rail stations such as Green Lane, Chester and Newton by Tattenhall 

 Develop and Implement a comprehensive transport strategy across the Borough to improve road and rail 
transport networks 
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LOCAL JOBS FOR LOCAL PEOPLE 

Conservatives have worked closely with businesses to attract inward investment and create jobs. By 
working with businesses and partners, we are maximising the number of local people getting the new 
jobs with companies such as Jaguar Landrover, Williams Sinclair, Regatta, Tiger Trailers and Waitrose  

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL 
 We have supported job fairs to help local people into local jobs, especially young people into            

apprenticeships by working with partners, local Conservative MPs and the private sector   

 Positively promoted Ellesmere Port and we have seen inward investment of c £500m creating nearly 
3000 jobs, in Winsford we have seen c 450 new jobs recently announced 

 Developed a viable financial plan, which has kick-started the regeneration of Northwich with                
investment in sports facilities, roads, retail, leisure and public realm, to create c 1500 jobs 

 Northgate regeneration - achieved Government support to develop a modern bus interchange, the 
construction of the Theatre has started on site and will open in Autumn 2016  

 Worked with the University of Chester to secure Thornton Research Centre and develop as an          
engineering facility and science park for science based businesses, potential for 4500 jobs 

 Supported the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan and currently developing a master plan to regenerate 
the Town Centre 

 Achieved an unemployment level across the Borough below 1.5% which is c 1% below the national   
average 

 Campaigned for real investment into our existing rail infrastructure, achieving commitments for key 
rail modernisation and electrification projects and station car parking 

 The Council has helped 350 local businesses access work through  council contracts by                          
gaining work as sub contractors and by creating apprenticeships for local young people 

OUR PROMISE TO YOU — WE WILL :- 
 Continue to support the cultural and economic development of Ellesmere Port, working with              

businesses and the University to create a further c 3000 jobs over the next 4 years 

 Implement a plan to develop to create a public sector hub in Ellesmere Port to regenerate the              
Coronation Road area, having successfully secured £8.2m from the national growth fund 

 Support small businesses across the Borough to develop, grow and create jobs 

 Work with private sector developers to redevelop the dilapidated Weaver Square Centre in             
Northwich and the Winsford town centre, including the provision of leisure facilities 

 Continue to support the private sector led regeneration/development boards of Ellesmere Port,              
the Rural area, Weaver Valley and Chester Renaissance.  

 Deliver the new market, car park, cinema & retail development in the Northgate area of                      
Chester by 2021  

 Campaign for investment into rail such as the electrification of the Crewe to Holyhead line, the         
modernisation of the Mid Cheshire line and improved car parking at stations 
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PROTECTING OUR VULNERABLE RESIDENTS  

INCLUDING THE ELDERLY AND YOUNG 
Conservatives believe it is essential that we treat our elderly residents with both respect and dignity and 
that we look after and support the most vulnerable in our communities when they need our assistance. 
Good quality care and support are essential for ongoing independence and wellbeing  

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL 
 Invested an additional £16.5m in the adult social care budget to ensure we are able to look after those 

elderly residents requiring care 

 Invested in new facilities to support vulnerable homeless individuals by addressing the root cause of 
their homelessness. We have successfully achieved the rehabilitation of 203  individuals into proper    
accommodation and therefore off the streets of the Borough 

 93% of the growing number of elderly people who seek our assistance have reported they are satisfied 
with the care and support provided by the Council 

 Established dementia friendly communities such as Malpas, Northwich and Chester with a clear            
policy to make West Cheshire dementia friendly 

 Over the last 4 years we have worked with the construction and housing sectors and provided 1692    
affordable homes, including 411 extra care homes to provide ‘peace of mind’ for the elderly 

 We have invested in both new refuges and in the prevention of domestic violence thereby improving the 
quality of life for vulnerable people 

 Worked closely with the Police to reduce crime and anti social behaviour across the Borough achieving 
reductions of 25.4% and 26.2% respectively  

 Developed nationally recognised and innovative early intervention and prevention systems to support 
vulnerable individuals and families, giving support and stability to their lives, helping family members 
into work and supporting parents by developing better parenting skills 

 Supported the armed forces by implementing the Military Covenant 

OUR PROMISE TO YOU — WE WILL: 
 Continue to work with partners to help those who find themselves homeless to find proper                     

accommodation and support those who are subjected to domestic violence to get proper protection   

 Continue to ensure vulnerable adults are properly protected and given the care they need 

 Make significant steps to make West Cheshire a dementia friendly Borough and giving those with         
dementia the support they need 

 Continue to work with partners, including the police, to reduce crime and anti social behaviour             
over the next 4 years so that people feel safe 

 Continue with the Families Together Programme to support vulnerable families, helping individuals     
into work and supporting young people including improved school attendance  

 Work with schools and seek to ensure there is a defibrillator in every school by 2019 

 Continue to support our military veterans, their partners and families with housing and other support     
as required 
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SUPPORTING LOCAL PEOPLE & THEIR COMMUNITIES 

TO HELP SHAPE THEIR NEIGHBOURHOODS 

Conservatives are very proud of West Cheshire and believe that by working together, we can achieve 
more. We believe it is important that local communities have the opportunity to have their say about 
what is important to them in their community. West Cheshire is a great place and we will continue to 
work with and support residents to make our city, town and villages even better. 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL 
 Supported communities in developing their community plans and priorities, including the                  

development and publishing of Parish Plans and Neighbourhood Development Plans 

 Supported elected members to provide leadership in their wards, to work with their communities    
and help attract funding to address the community priorities 

 Introduced Members’ Budgets to enable members to work with communities and fund those          
projects they believe are a priority for their residents 

 Agreed to pay 20% of the New Homes Bonus to local communities to fund community projects 

 Supported initiatives such as ‘Taste of Cheshire’, the Cheshire Show and other events that promote 
local produce and local businesses 

 Worked closely with the police and fire service to improve community safety 

 Invested in many libraries and work with community groups to retain our library services as a very   
important community asset 

 Continued to support and help the voluntary sector provide vital services to our communities  

 Invested in leisure services across the Borough to enable young and older residents to become and/or 
keep active  

OUR PROMISE TO YOU — WE WILL :- 
 

 Continue to support local communities to develop their community and Neighbourhood                     
Development Plans 

 Continue to support Members to be leaders in their communities and maintain the Members’ Budget 
to address the priorities their communities  

 Build the new central library in Chester as part of the new cultural centre development in Chester 

 Subject to the new Government retaining the new homes bonus, continue to passport the money      
to communities to invest in the priorities of their community  

 Continue to invest in community facilities such as community halls, sports facilities and libraries 

 Continue to work with and support voluntary groups to deliver services, especially to the                    
vulnerable people they help in our communities 

 Implement the sports strategy to improve outdoor and indoor sports facilities across the Borough 
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MAKING WEST CHESHIRE AN EVEN BETTER AND 

MORE SUSTAINABLE PLACE TO LIVE, WORK AND VISIT 

Conservatives want to see West Cheshire to be a great place in which to invest, creating jobs for local people 
and improving the quality of residents’ lives. We have put great emphasis on improving schools, the quality   
of lives and opportunities for young people, improving our infrastructure such as roads and sports facilities, 
investing in regeneration of our city, towns and rural areas and helping our elderly residents grow old with 
dignity.  

However, there are a number of important aspects that will, over time, improve the quality of life for us all. 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL 
 Committed to replace street lights with modern LED lights, saving up to £450,000/year in energy costs 

 Worked with housing partners and energy companies to externally insulate 396 properties in             
the towers in Blacon and Chester to lower energy bills for residents, and work has commenced to    
externally insulate the towers in Boughton 

 Set up a Sustainability Commission and completed a review, identifying a range of actions that are    
currently being implemented to improve the sustainability of the Borough 

 Supported schools to replace lighting with LED lights reducing electricity usage  

 Installed Photo Voltaic panels, generating 3MWh of sustainable energy 

 Implemented a waste collection service that saves £3.5m/year and increased recycling to  c 60%,   
making West Cheshire one of the best performing councils in the country 

 Supported our military veterans by implementing the Military Covenant 

 Increased the supply of affordable housing across the Borough, delivering 1692 affordable houses  
over the last 4 years 

 Implemented Member budgets, to enable problems identified by residents to be resolved 

 Increased customer satisfaction from 70.5% to 96% from 2009 to 2014 of those who contacted the 
council.  

OUR PROMISE TO YOU — WE WILL: 
 Working with partners, we will install a further 10MW of Photo Voltaic sustainable energy across the 

Borough before 2019, predominately on existing council owned buildings 

 Install Photo Voltaic panels on council owned houses to reduce energy costs for residents especially 
those regarded as fuel poor 

 We will work with partners to return the Dee Bridge to being an operational hydroelectric generating 
station before 2019 

 Utilise council land to construct new affordable housing across the Borough, with the aim of delivering 
at least 500 new affordable dwellings 

 Continue to focus on delivering quality services to residents  

 Continue to work closely with our public sector services including the NHS, Police, Fire & Rescue      
services and Probation to focus on reducing crime, improving residents’ wellbeing, health and safety 



 

   

CONSERVATIVE MANIFESTO 2015 

12    ……  because it matters to the residents of West Cheshire 

FOCUSING ON VALUE FOR MONEY AND REAL 

OUTCOMES 

Conservatives believe in localism wherever it can work. We believe it is very important to work with 
partners who can deliver better services at a lower cost, protecting hard working families from 
unnecessary increases in the Council Tax.  

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL 
 We have cut waste, reduced bureaucracy and streamlined inefficient working practices to make        

significant savings and protect front line services. 

 Since  2009, the Conservatives run council has reduced the costs of running the council by making an 
annual saving of £134 million, whilst protecting those very important front line services 

 Invested circa £600m into schools, roads, sports, culture and arts venues and regeneration projects, 
creating a great place in which to live, work and visit, creating jobs and working to ensure as many   
local people as possible can access the jobs and get work 

 As promised, kept council tax increases to below inflation making a real term decrease of c16%, unlike 
typical Labour councils prior to 2009, as shown in the graph below; 

OUR PROMISE TO YOU 
We Will: 

 Continue to invest in our schools, roads, pavements, sports, cultural and arts venues to                       
create first class facilities for our residents 

 Reduce the costs of the Council whilst continuing to protect our frontline services 

 Keep any Council Tax increase to below inflation, with the aim of 0% for the next 4 years               
from 2015 to 2019 
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